ASIET input on the First Public Consultation on ITU Strategy 2020-2023
ASIET welcomes the opportunity to respond the First Public Consultation on ITU Strategy 2020-2023. ASIET is a Sector Member of all three sectors, Standardization, Development and Radiocommunication, and is participating in Study Groups, conferences and other meetings at the ITU. We welcome the opportunity provided by these memberships to engage on behalf of Latin American telecom operators in intergovernmental discussions about these issues that directly affect our sector.
ASIET acknowledges and strongly supports the ITU’s continued contributions to the formulation of telecommunications network standards and radio spectrum management and believes the ITU has an ongoing and critical role to play in advancing telecommunications-access, density and awareness on a global basis. 
We recognize that the participation of our member operators is not as relevant as it would be, perhaps due to the cost of sector membership compared to the benefits given. But in any case in that situation the role of ASIET representing our telecom operators become more important and a way to intervene and give inputs on their behalf into the ITU discussion.
In our opinion any changes in its work or scope must to avoid to expand into those areas, especially on Internet issues, where it does not have the expertise and are already well underway in other organizations. ITU activities should ensure first and foremost the effective and efficient fulfilment of its core mission related to telephony and spectrum standards for telecommunications network and ensuring the rational and coordinated use of the radio spectrum by all radio services, including satellite.
An ITU strategic Plan for 2020-2023 should focus on its core mandate of international telecommunications avoiding duplications of work being done in other institutions and organizations.
There are a number of areas in which improvements could create a stronger ITU by making Sector Membership more attractive and increasing industry participation. Therefore when considering a strategic plan for 2020-2023 the ITU should consider the following recommendations when evaluating whether a particular proposed work programme is appropriate for the ITU to undertake:
1. Improve transparency and collaboration : 
The ITU will benefit from allowing Sector Members to participate in all key discussions and meetings. This is not always the case; for example, the Council Working Group on Internet-Related Public Policy and some of the regional Study Groups do not allow participation of some or all Sector Members
The ITU should encourage Multistakeholder cooperation and approaches to Internet policy development processes and governance and avoid expanding its remit into Internet policy or other technical areas where it does not have the expertise or structure to effectively carry-out such work.
ITU activities should utilize and reference, where appropriate, related work in other groups (, e.g. reference technical standards), to build upon already established technical solutions efficiently and to increase the awareness of the important work in other groups that may be of interest to ITU members.
2. Private sector experience and value:
The ITU should recognize the importance of all stakeholders, including industry service providers, in developing and investing in current and future technology for connectivity
Market-based approaches to the development of technologies should be incorporated by the ITU, any attempt to globally regulate some technologies will have a negative impact on connectivity and connecting the unconnected. The ITU should avoid interference in global markets where it would hinder ongoing investment.
Alongside the Member States input, the Industry expertise, information and data should form a central part of ITU discussions, such an approach will also encourage industry participation. Recognizing the value that both the private sector and the public sector bring to the discussions we encouraged to treat Sector Member and Member State input equitably.
ABOUT ASIET: The Interamerican Association of telecommunications Companies (ASIET) was born in 1982 with the name of AHCIET and it is comprised of public and private companies from the telecommunications sector operating in the countries of the American continent. We work for the development of telecommunications and the Information Society in our region through the public- private dialogue promoting the growth of the industry and favoring the exchange of knowledge and best practices, ensuring for the common interests of our partners and the industry.
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